
MINIBUS NEWS 
Community Minibus Association Newsletter – Storrington Division 

In this issue: 
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• 100th Birthday Celebration 

• Help needed please 

• Amazon Smile 

• News from the community and Neighbourhood Wardens 
 

 

LATEST NEWS 

I am sure we are all disappointed that the Minibus service was not able to 

restart in October, but the situation is being monitored by the Trustees on a 

monthly basis. 

However in the run up to this, the office staff were busy contacting all our current 

passengers at the beginning of September by phone and email, and the responses were 

very encouraging with 66 saying they wanted to return to shopping in Pulborough or 

Storrington as soon as possible, others saying they wanted to go further afield or would 

wait for the scenic outings and pub lunches to recommence. 

Everyone said how much they missed the Minibus service and how much it was 

appreciated. This just goes to show what an excellent service is provided by all of you. 

During the lockdown period the minibus was not idle. After a request from the 

Storrington Community Hub, and with a lack of the Storrington HELP scheme and the 

local taxi service, some of our ‘younger’ drivers were able to provide transport, on an 

individual basis, for some of our passengers to attend the Glebe Surgery for essential 

blood tests, and attend NHS hospital out-patient appointments; 20 of these trips were 

undertaken from May to July. Again, everyone was most appreciative of this service and 

several donations were received to help cover the cost. 

NEW CHAIRMAN  

Following the resignation of our Chairman Bill Hughes, due to health issues, we are now in 

need of a replacement. Details of the vacancy have been posted on several volunteer job 

portals but it would be marvellous if we could spread the word to a  wider audience and 

would very much appreciate you thinking about your contacts to see if you can identify 

anyone that might ‘fit the bill’ and would be interested in joining our Charity. Please feel free 

to ask any interested parties to contact me for a description of the role  via 

cathrinegear@outlook.com   You may of course be interested in the position yourself, in 

which case please do not hesitate to let me know. 

mailto:cathrinegear@outlook.com


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pam Spinks 100th Birthday Celebration 

The association was happy to join in the celebration of Pam’s 100th birthday. Despite 

the Covid19 restrictions she had a wonderful day shared with her daughter and son in-

law, many of her friends went to great lengths to make her birthday special. Sullington 

and Windmills W.I. knitted her a special blanket and arranged to sing Happy birthday 

the day before and made her a special cake. On the day itself, on your behalf, a 

restricted number of mini bus drivers and escorts joined some members of the Village 

Market association to sing a rousing happy birthday, Pam stood with her family at the 

entrance of Fox Mead and thoroughly enjoyed the surprise.  Pam has a long association 

with us, first as an escort until her 86th year, and now as a passenger who is always a 

pleasure to have on board. 

On behalf of the Association, David and Chris Wright arranged for a special treat for 

Pam, see his report below: 

STORRINGTON COMMUNITY MINIBUS HONOURS 100TH BIRTHDAY GIRL! 

For many men and women in 
Storrington, the community bus 
provides a lifeline and social contact for 
those who can’t otherwise get out. 
But it’s not often that a member of its 
association, retired escort and regular 
passenger celebrates her 100th birthday! 
Local volunteers decided to offer Pam 
Spinks, a centenarian on 24th August, a 
birthday voucher entitling her and a 
friend to take a ride to the top of the 
South Downs at Kithurst Hill, to admire 
the views in all directions. 
Two weeks later, Pam called to arrange 
it, and on a lovely sunny day, Pam and 
her friend Eileen enjoyed views of the 
Isle of Wight to the south west, and the 
North downs to the north, followed by a 
ride via Arundel along Long Furlong, 
back to Washington and to the foot of the 
Downs as they returned to Storrington. 
All necessary Covid-19 precautions were 
in place, as the community bus  
service is not yet able to provide its 
normal service. 
Pam was presented with a lovely flower 
arrangement, and both Pam and Eileen 
enjoyed the trip immensely. 
 

David Wright 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community and Neighbourhood Wardens 

At present the Hub is not operating, please ensure that if you become aware of 

any member having problems over transport to or from medical appointments or 

with their shopping, you let us know.  

 

HELP – RELIEF SHOPPERS NEEDED PLEASE 

Several of our volunteers have been shopping for our passengers that had 

no one else to help, they would like someone to relieve them while they take 

a short holiday. It would mean shopping once a week for someone else; most 

of them do not need a large shop – if you are able to help please contact 

Alison or Angela 

 

We hope all our volunteers are keeping well and the 

next newsletter will see us all “Back on the Buses”! 
 

 

 

IF YOU SHOP ON AMAZON – PLEASE HELP TO RAISE FUNDS  

FOR OUR MINIBUS 

 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support a charity of 

your choice every time you shop, at no cost to you. AmazonSmile is available 

at smile.amazon.co.uk on your web browser and can be activated on the 

Amazon Shopping website. When you shop AmazonSmile, you’ll find the 

exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience 

as amazon.co.uk, with the added bonus that AmazonSmile will donate a 

portion of the purchase price to your selected charity. 

 
 
 
 

Storrington Division - Officers 

Jane Jeffery Local Coordinator/Log sheets Alan Moore Volunteer Rosters 

Alison Reynolds Senior Booking Officer John Reynolds Vehicle Manager 

Angela Reynolds PR/communications John Draper Database/IT 

Heather Turner Trustee/Storrington resident Ian Clarke Pub Lunches 

Anne Ford-Robertson Registration - Storrington Jackie Francksen Pub Lunches 

Jenny Hibbert Registration – West Chiltington David Richardson Scenic Outings 

 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/

